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May I speak in the name of God that is Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 

I seem to be on a bit of a roll with gardening 
metaphors in my sermons lately. Last week, for the 
first time ever, I talked about compost, and here I 
am again in another sermon starting with another 
gardening metaphor. If you're a gardener, you 
probably know the old saying, "Don't plant mint in 
the garden unless you want a mint garden." And if 
you're not a gardener, but you're thinking, "Well, 
it's summertime and having fresh mint around is so 
nice and lovely. I think maybe I'll plant some," buy 
a pot. 

You want to buy the pot first if you want to grow 
some mint. Because mint doesn't stay where it's 
planted, it sends out these underground runners 
through the soil, and before long, it starts just 
appearing in places that you never really intended 
to plant the mint. But it's growing there. It will 
crowd up all of tomatoes, it finds its way between 
the squash, it spreads to places that you never 
knew. And even if a year later you decide that 
you've had enough and you really want to pull it all 
out, well, good luck, because these little pieces that 
are left behind can still put up a new shoot. It's the 
herb that just won't take the hint. 

And Jesus says the Kingdom of God is a little bit like 
that. The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed 
that someone took and sowed in his field. Now, 
mustard spreads differently than mint, but it's still 
a plant that you should probably think twice before 
you plant it in a field. It doesn't send runners 
through the soil, it spreads through, instead, a 
sheer abundance. One small mustard plant 
produces thousands of seeds, and in one season it 
can grow to be several feet tall. And these tiny 
seeds, these thousands of seeds are easily 
scattered and they easily germinate. They're blown 
all over and easily taken root. And once mustard, 
one tiny seed, gets established, it has a way of 
showing up again and again, whether one is trying 
to grow this or not. 

Jesus' parable, then, is not that the Kingdom is a 
nice little plant sitting quietly in one tiny little 
corner of the garden. Once planted, it's going to 

get everywhere. The Kingdom of Heaven has this 
way of spreading. And if we plant it in our hearts, 
the Kingdom of Heaven is going to pop up in 
corners that we didn't know that we planted in. 

It starts with one act of grace, one changed 
priority, one glimpse of God's real love, and before 
long, the Kingdom starts changing your 
relationships and your time and possessions and 
your hopes until the whole landscape of our lives 
looks different. And the reason the Kingdom 
changes the landscape of our lives is because it 
changes what we see, what we notice, and what 
we value. Because the Kingdom is all about love, 
and love has a way of changing that. At least that's 
what we see in Jacob today, a man in love. Jacob 
meets Rachel at the well and agrees to work 7 
years for her hand in marriage. Already? I mean, 7 
years? That's a commitment. But then Laban, his 
father-in-law, deceives him. And honestly, I think it 
was good for Jacob. It was a taste of his own 
medicine. The man who once tricked his own 
brother and father now finds himself on the other 
side of deception. 

But Laban makes Jacob another offer. Work 
another 7 years and Rachel, your beloved, will be 
yours. 7 more years. That's seven more harvests. 
That's seven more winters. That's 14 years in total 
of labor under someone else's authority, and by 
any normal calculation, this is a tremendous cost. It 
doesn't really make much sense. We might even 
consider wondering if the phrase, "There are other 
fish in the sea," had been invented yet. 

But Jacob is in love. And scripture says that these 7 
years he worked, they seemed to him, but a few 
days because of his love for her. The years didn't 
actually become shorter, the work that he was 
doing didn't become any easier. I'm sure, actually, 
it probably got harder. The years, they stayed the 
same, but love changed what those years were 
worth. 

And Paul writes about the same kind of 
transformation in Romans, except he's talking 
about suffering, something he knows better than 
most. Paul is not saying that suffering is painless. 
He's not saying grief or real hardship, it doesn't 
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matter. Paul knows what it is to be beaten, to be 
imprisoned, to be rejected, to be brought to the 
edge of despair. He's not speaking about suffering 
as some idea from the outside pontificating it, he's 
speaking as someone who has really carried it. 

But he has discovered in Romans something that 
changes suffering's value. The love of God has 
changed the equation. Suffering is no longer the 
thing that gets the final word. It is no longer the 
measure of whether God is present or not in our 
lives. It is no longer the measure of whether or not 
our lives have meaning and purpose. Because 
nothing, not hardship, not distress, not 
persecution, not even death can separate us from 
the love of God and Jesus Christ. The suffering 
remains, that's unchanged, but the story just gets a 
little bigger. 

So, what is it that could possibly be worth that kind 
of reordering of a life? What could make 7 years 
feel like a couple of days? What could make 
horrible suffering bearable? What could change the 
way that we see our time, our suffering, our 
possessions, our whole lives? Jesus answers that 
question with two short parables in the gospel this 
morning. "The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure 
hid in a field, which someone found in hid. And 
then, in his joy, he goes and sells all that he has and 
buys that field." Notice what Jesus says: "in his 
joy", in this man's "joy". This man doesn't sell 
everything because he's pressured into some 
sacrifice. He isn't trying to prove to everybody else 
how committed he is. He isn't walking away, 
grieving everything he lost, not grumbling about, 
"Well, I really could have had this other thing that I 
actually really wanted, but instead I got this." He 
sells because he has found something so valuable 
that everything else in his life has been redefined. 

The treasure didn't make his possessions 
worthless; it just revealed their proper value. The 
same thing happens with the merchant searching 
for pearls. When he finds one pearl of great value, 
he sells everything and buys it. He doesn't give 
away everything because that he's discovered, "Oh, 
wow, everything that I have is meaningless in 
comparison to this," he gives everything away 

because he found something better. And the 
question of the gospel is not simply, what are you 
willing to give up for God? The deeper question is, 
have you discovered something so valuable that 
giving your life to it becomes the most reasonable 
thing in the world? 

The Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed. It 
begins small, almost unnoticed. But once it takes 
root, watch. It spreads. It changes the landscape of 
our hearts. It softens them. It surprises us in new 
ways, new things grow up that we could have 
never predicted, that we didn't plant. It changes 
the way that Jacob sees 7 years of labor. It changes 
the way Paul sees suffering in hardship. It changes 
the way a person sees everything they own. 
Because the Kingdom of God does not simply ask 
us to give something up. The Kingdom first gives us 
something so beautiful that everything else finds 
its proper place. When we discover the treasure of 
God's Kingdom, we don't lose everything, we finally 
understand what everything is worth. Amen. 

 


