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If you were here last week, you might remember
that | was talking about Moses as a baby. And | said
that these next few weeks we'll be going through
the book of Exodus and following the story of
Moses. We picked the story up here with Moses as
a grown man. He's not had a smooth ride between
the bulrushes and where we find him today.
Perhaps the most significant thing that happened
to him was he got into a fight, murdered an
Egyptian, had to flee. So, we find him today herding
sheep out in the wilderness. But having said that,
I'm not going to say too much more about Moses
today because I'd rather focus on the character of
God in this story because it seems to me that this
story tells us three very important things about
God.

The first thing I'll mention is that God remembers.
The passage begins, "God heard the groaning of
the people and God remembered his covenant
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob." And this theme of
God's remembering runs throughout scripture. It's
very present in the Psalms. Psalm 98, "God has
remembered his love and his faithfulness to the
house of Israel." 136, "Give thanks to the one who
remembered us in our low estate." And at the end
of Luke's gospel, you may remember the story of
the criminal who was crucified next to Jesus and
said with his final words, "Remember me when you
come into your kingdom." And | hope that's a
prayer that | might be able to pray on my own
deathbed, to share that hope that when | take my
final breath, I'll be putting my spirit in the hands of
a God who remembers me. The prophet Isaiah
said, "Can a woman forget her nursing child or
show no compassion for the child of her womb?
Even they may forget, yet | will not forget you." The
promise we need to hold onto that we're reminded
of today is that God does not forget us.

It might not always feel that way. Even the
Psalmist, so confident at some moments, at other
times we read, loses that confidence. We read in
Psalm 13, it begins, "How long, O Lord, will you
forget me forever?" We can feel forgotten, but
that's not the same as being forgotten. God, we
can be sure, remembers his people. And God's
remembrance of us is contrasted in scripture with
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the forgetfulness of his people. The psalmist says,
"Praise the Lord, O my soul and forget not all his
benefits." And the prophets who came after Moses
were sent to jog the people of Israel's memory.
Jeremiah, the prophet, lamented, "My people have
forgotten" and forgetfulness remains a modern sin.

| read a report recently that said that 89% of
Americans believe in God. Are 89% of Americans in
church this morning? No, because we forget.
They've forgotten the God who remembers them.
It's amazing how we suddenly remember God
outside an operating theater or an exam room.
Takes something like that to jog our memory and
be mindful of the God who remembers us. So, let's
be grateful that God does not forget us. What we
see in this story is God's remembering his people
and that great phrase, "he took notice of them".
God heard his peoples’ cry. He saw his people. He
saw them. He didn't forget them.

So, God remembers his people and he acted, and
he acts here in a rather unusual way, not just an
unusual way, in a unique way that God appears to
Moses in a bush that was burning. Well, it was
blazing but not burning. And nothing like that
happens anywhere else in the Bible.

So why does God do it here? Well, can't be 100%
sure, but it would appear that God appears in the
blazing bush simply to attract Moses's attention.
Moses is out in the field looking after his sheep.
He's minding his own business. He's not expecting
to have an encounter with God. He's not looking
for it. He's not a religious leader. He's far removed
from the action with the rest of his people. So, God
needs to do something dramatic to attract his
attention, hence the blazing bush, and it worked.

Moses was curious. He went over to investigate
and God addressed him. And | think the story
prompts us to ask ourselves the question, what is
the equivalent for us of the blazing bush? We know
from the Bible that God is continually reaching out
to his people in many and various ways. Are we
curious? Do we notice?

| was talking to a woman the other week who had
no faith background but had become a Christian,
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and | asked her where it all began, and she said it
started with a dream, that she felt God appear to
her in a dream. Now | have dreams all the time and
| tend to ignore them. What made her be curious
about that dream? It made her ask a question to be
curious. She followed it up. She talked to people
and she ended up coming to faith. What are we in
danger of missing? Are we alert to God's attempts
to attract our attention? At the end of every day,
we might ask ourselves this question, "What did |
walk by today that | could have turned aside to
with my curiosity and noticed God?"

So, God remembers in this story, he acts in an
unusual way and God reveals. At the heart of this
story is the revelation of the divine name, a very
important moment in scripture, the name Yahweh,
which means | am. God says to Moses, "You're the
one I've chosen to lead the people out of slavery to
go to Pharaoh to tell him to let my people go." And
the way God said it seemed so straightforward.
Whereas Moses sought the potential pitfalls,
putting to one side for a moment that Pharaoh
might not be very keen to let his slaves go.

Moses thought, why would the people of Israel
listen to me? Forget persuading Pharaoh. Why
would the people of Israel listen to me? I'm a
nobody. If | come along saying, "Right guys, I'm the
one God's chosen to lead you out of slavery," why
would they listen to me? They might legitimately
ask, "Who on earth are you? Who sent you?" And
Moses wanted to be able to prove to them that he
was on a bona fide mission from God. So, he asks
of God, "Who are you? Who shall | say sent me?"
And the voice comes back with this enigmatic
revelation, "l am who | am. Say to them | am sent
you."

Now theologians have argued for years about what
this means and there's no clear answer. I'm not
going to get into that, but | do want to point out
that this picks up with what | was saying last week
about identity. Exodus is important in the Bible as |
said last week because it reveals the identity of
God, and in discovering God's identity, we discover
our own identity.
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What Moses learns isn't just the name for God, but
that the so-named God is a God who is with him.
When Moses says to God, "Who am | that | should
go to Pharaoh?" God says, "l will be with you." And
what Moses learnt in that is that God wasn't
choosing him because he had the necessary skills
or personality. God was choosing him because he
thought that they'd work well together. "Who am
I?" Moses asks. "You're a companion of mine," God
says, and that's all he needed to know.

So, three things we see about God in this passage.
God remembers, God acts, God reveals, and this is
a God who is with us. He was with Moses and our
God is with us now. Thanks be to God. Amen.



